
Redwood students have been learning all about 
the food system in our IPC unit. They researched 
how cacao, spinach, rice, tea, bananas and salmon 
are cultivated and harvested. Then, students 
used their knowledge and design skills to build 
a model of a farm machine. Students sketched 
out a plan and used junk materials to create their 
models.

 Ms Diane
 Group 5 Teacher

Sequoia have been on journey through the brain and the body. 
We've made a working model of the heart and a pair of lungs. 
We know how our nervous system sends messages to our 
brain when we see a hairy spider, and how our muscles work 
together so that we can run away (or pick it up). In English, we 
began the term by reading 'The Midnight Fox', and have just 
started the poetry book 'Love That Dog'. The main character 
Jack certainly isn't into poetry, but there's still time to change 
his mind...In maths, it's been all about getting back to basics with 
place value and addition and subtraction. Give us any number 
up to a million and we can partition it, round it, compare it and 
even write it as the Romans did.

Sequoia Class

Ms Julie, Ms Kate 
Group 6 Teachers

 Ms  Clare
Group 7 Teacher

Elm class Birch Class

We have had a busy and exciting start to the year in Pine class. In IPC 
we have been learning about ‘Brainwaves’ – how our brain works 
and how we learn. We have also been exploring ‘Being Human’ - 
learning about how different body parts function. Through these 
IPC units, pupils have had opportunities to display their learning in 
a variety of ways. I was amazed by the effort each child put in to 
creating models and posters about how our brains function. You 
can see these on display at the front desk.
In English we have been reading ‘The Midnight Fox’ to broaden our 
understanding of how an author uses language. In maths we have 
been developing our skills in place value, addition and subtraction. 
There has been a lot of excellent learning going on in Pine class 
and I cannot wait to see the learning that will take place next term.

Ms Louise
Group 6 Teacher

Elm Class have settled in extremely well to their group 7 learning 
journey.   In English lessons, we have been reading a book called 'The 
Varmints' and we are now onto 'The Last Wild'.  Both books have made 
us think about our world, our community and how we are living in it 
and treating each other.   This has links with our IPC topic of 'What 
Price Progress', where we have been researching inspirational people 
who have changed the world, we have looked into how products are 
designed and have recently designed and made our own products 
that could help improve our daily life.  The photos show some of us 
presenting our products in a 'Dragons Den'! The children are now busy 
thinking about whether the price of progress is worth it!  In maths, as 
well as other subjects, we have been developing our growth mindset 
and thinking about how our attitude allows us to learn more.  We are 
looking forward to new challenges and opportunities to allow our 
brains to grow!

A variety of different learning experiences have 
been happening across the MYP year groups 
in Science. Whilst the youngest students are 
enthusiastically exploring the scientific method 
and investigation cycle to put together their first 
lab report, our eldest have been deepening their 
understanding of energy transfers and pressure 
(Physics) and periodicity (Chemistry). MYP2 have 
created conference posters about sustainable 
energy sources and are in the process of writing 
magazine articles about fracking. MYP3 used 
bouncy balls to inquire into energy loss and are 
exploring how light behaves.

Science class

This term in Birch Class we have been 
learning about ‘What’s On The Menu?’ 
in IPC. We have learnt about where our 
food comes from, made menus, been 
celebrity chefs and created fictitious 
restaurants. We also made our own 
bread and butter and salads - which were 
delicious! What a great IPC topic we’ve 
had!

Ms Ami 
Group 5 Teacher 

Pine Class

Ms Zanstra
MYP Science | Form Tutor MYP 2Z

Sycamore started this year in a new classroom. As 
we created our classroom, we started to invent new 
products. We explored inventions and how progress 
and change affect the world around us. During English, 
we read the book Varmints. Seeing how these little 
creatures deal with progress inspired us to reflect as 
well. We have worked hard during the past few weeks 
to complete our inventions and present them to the 
Dragons in the “Dragons Den”.

Sycamore Class

Mr Pepijn
Group 7 Teacher
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Redwood class



Willow Class
So far this term, Willow and Marula 
classes have been getting to know each 
other better. We went on our first field 
trip together to one of our local parks. 
The learning goal was to celebrate the 
unique nature of trees and to help the 
children begin to appreciate the wonder 
and the joy of nature. Once there, the 
children sang a rhyme they had learned 
about trees before becoming “Tree 
Detectives” working in small groups 
to explore things such as bark pattern, 
leaf and tree shape etc.

Holly Class

Ms Louise
Group 4 Teacher

Joshua Tree Class has been learning how to add 
and subtract numbers using different strategies 
such as partitioning and counting up.  For our 
literacy sessions we have been using the book 
‘Fly Eagle Fly’ for writing inspiration.  As a part 
of our IPC unit ‘Shake It’ we have been learning 
about states of matter and were able to turn 
liquid cream into solid butter!  

In Acacia class we have spent 
time on really getting to know our 
numbers 1-5 and exploring different 
textures. We have spoken about our 
emotions and we had fun drawing 
different emotions on the mirror 
faces. We have been making friends 
and learning to play together too!

Ms Amy 
Group 1 Teacher

Acacia Class 

In Apple class we have been learning 
about our world, which is the IPC topic 
this half term. We made art using our 
world and the artist Andy Goldsworthy as 
inspiration. We used sticks, stones, leaves, 
sand, conkers, and other objects we found 
in our playground and tried to make the 
art cyclical and symmetrical as Andy 
Goldsworthy does in his art.

 Ms Ruby
Group 3 Teacher

Apple Class

Ms Kristi and Ms Jana 
Group 4 Teachers 

 Mrs Angela
 Group 2 Teacher

' 

Joshua Tree class

Holly Class have been enjoying our new “Shake It” 
topic. We have been learning about solids, liquids 
and gases and reversable and non reversable 
changes between these states. We have also been 
learning about fair experiments through changing 
milk into butter. We enjoyed eating the butter we 
made with bread and a story! We have used our 
enquiry skills to think about ways to turn a solid into 
a liquid. We have also planned how we are going to 
keep our experiment fair and record our data. I am 
so impressed with our ideas! Well done Holly Class!

Marula Tree Class 

Ms Jeanne-Marie 
Group 2 Teacher

Marula class have been working so hard 
in all areas of the curriculum and learning 
so much. In English we have been reading 
‘Wild’ by Emily Hughes and all our lessons 
were based around this text. Recently 
we created freeze frames, re-enacting 
a scene from the book. Children had to 
infer the feelings, create a dialogue and 
freeze within the moment that matches 
the book. They showed cooperation and 
communication skills!

In Hazel class we have been reading the book 
'Wild'. The children recreated the setting where 
the girl lived by creating a collage. They wrote 
letters of persuasion to the adults who captured 
her, encouraging them to release her back into 
the wild where she was happy. Hazel class have 
also been role-playing characters and creating 
their own poems. They have performed the role 
play, drama and the poems they had created to 
each other. 

Hazel class

Ms Hayley
Group 3 Teacher
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